
 

 

 

Memorial Day 2014 

 

We, once again gather on this Memorial Day to honor those who died in 

service of their country particularly in battle or as the result of wounds 

received.  Some of the youngsters present may confuse Memorial Day with 

Veterans or Armistice Day which is observed on November 11 annually to 

honor and thank all who served honorably in the military both in war and 

peacetime. 

 

Memorial Day originally began to honor and celebrate Union soldiers who 

died during the American Civil War and it is interesting to note that until 

after 

WW I the South had there own separate ceremonies for the Confederate 

soldiers.   

 

The wonderful historian Stephen Ambrose did a remarkable service to the 

veterans of  WWII by recording the memories and allowing us to 

understand the thoughts and feelings during their time of service.  It is very 

difficult for any civilian to understand the bonds of camaraderie that develop 

between young soldiers when they are placed in a life threatening situation 

where there survival depends on the protection of the other men in the 

foxhole, onboard their ship or aircraft.  A few years ago, this haunted me 

during the National Memorial Day concert when the words of the song “My 

Buddy” were sung giving them a whole new meaning. It was written as a 

song one soldier might sing in dealing with the death of his buddy.  It goes 

like this: 

      “Nights are long since you went away, 

       I think about you all thru the day, 

       My Buddy, My Buddy, 

       Your Buddy misses you.” 

Maybe in some small way that will explain the tears you see on the craggy 

faces of some veterans today as we remember our fallen comrades and 

buddies. 

 

As a reminder of the sacrifice that our ancestors made to allow us to live in a 

free country let me share with you some statistics. 

     Approximately 620,000 Americans died in the Civil War.  The state of 

Iowa was one of the largest contributors of young volunteers to serve. One 

tenth of the population of the county enlisted in the Civil War - 150 men. 



 

 

     Nearly 900 Greene County men served in WWI of which 45 died.  Of 

those dying in service, 33 were from disease which was more than likely the 

massive influenza epidemic of  the time. 

     At the end of WWII, 2,369 Greene County men and women served in 

the Armed Forces of which 73 died during wartime.  Bill Kendall, who for 

many years did a wonderful job of maintaining and updating the Honor Roll 

in the south lobby of the Courthouse, tells me that 7,606 Greene Countians 

have served their country in uniform from the War of 1812 to recently. 

     Despite modern computers, the mobility of our present population has 

made it very difficult to get a really accurate count on the veterans of  

Vietnam, Grenada, Desert Storm , Afghanistan and the war on terror who 

presently reside in our county. 

     So what can we do to make this a special Memorial Day truly one of 

dedication and remembrance? Well, here are a few ideas: 

     1. While here at the cemetery today and later this afternoon take time to 

visit the graves of deceased service members from your family.  Take the 

grandparents and kids along and encourage living service veterans to tell the 

story of what they did while on active duty.  Try to share for the kids benefit 

the life of the deceased so that they might better understand the sacrifice 

generations of their family made that they might live in freedom. 

     2. Place a small flag on the grave of your fallen relative and if you have 

a flag at your home lower it to half mast until 3:00 pm the official moment 

of remembering nationwide.  At that time, solemnly raise your flag to full 

mast and let it fly until sundown. 

     3. Encourage younger veterans to rise to the occasion and take their 

place joining the VFW and American Legion.  Many of the present 

members are  

Seniors now and need a full charge of new blood and energy to  get the 

local veteran’s groups up to full speed and vitality. 

     4. Embrace the Home Base Iowa initiative of which Greene County is 

the first to qualify in the state.  Go out of your way to welcome new 

potential veteran citizens to the workplace and county.  This applies to their 

spouses and children as they are the new blood filling many vacant jobs and 

our schools with new energy and spirit. Go out of your way to make their 

transition to civilian life as painless and happy as possible. 

     5. Take a private moment to thank God for the blessings he has poured 

on this nation and remember the men and women who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice that we might gather here today. 

     Thank you for taking the time to join us for this remembrance today.  

As with many things in life you get out of it as much as you put into it.  



 

 

Bless our fallen heroes and may God Bless America. 

 


